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NOTES

CHESNOKOYV, Pavel Grigor’yevich (b. 12 [ 24] October, 1877, near Voskresensk, Moscow region; d. 14 March,
1944, Moscow) —graduated from Moscow Synodal School of Church Singing in 1895; 1895-99, studied composition
with Sergei Taneyev; graduated from Moscow Conservatory in 1917 in conducting and composition (student of
Mikhail Ippolitov-Ivanov). From 1895, taught church singing (chant) at the Moscow Synodal School; served as
precentor in several Moscow churches and taught choral music at various schools. From 1920 to 1944 was professor
of choral music at the Moscow Conservatory and conductor of several state choirs in Moscow.

Chesnokov is the most prolific composer associated with the Moscow Synodal School: his compositional output
includes over 500 choral works, over 400 of which are sacred. His major opera include three complete settings of the
Divine Liturgy, two complete settings of the All-Night Vigil, two settings of the Memorial Service, and a setting of the
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts. In addition, he composed numerous settings of individual hymns taken from the
ordinary of the Liturgy and Vigil, from feast-day propers, and paraliturgical concertos. His choral writing is character-
ized by a variety of textures, from austere unisons to sumptuous eight-voice polyphony, and colorful harmony, which
he often “spices” with chromaticism. Approximately one-third of his sacred works are chant-based, while the rest are
free compositions.

Relatively early in his musical career Chesnokov served as instructor of choral music at several girls’ secondary
schools. Finding a dearth of quality choral music written for women’s voices, he composed his Opus 9, a series of 30
sacred works drawn from the Divine Liturgy, All-Night Vigil, and Lenten services of the Orthodox Church. Generally
speaking, these works are free compositions in that they do not use pre-existing chant melodies. Many of the melodies
are chant-like, however, using the text as a form-determining point of departure.

Because the musical portions of the Eucharistic Anaphora “A Mercy of Peace” represent responses to exclamations
(ekphoneses) chanted by the clergy, those texts have been included in the present edition. Some of these exclamations (.e.g., “Po
bédnuyu pesti...”) constitute only the audible portions of long eucharistic prayers read by the celebrant in a soft voice. Following
the practice adopted for sacred concerts in early 20th-century Russia, which expressly forbade the “re-enactment” of the most
sacred moments of the Divine Liturgy in a concert setting, the “words of institution” (“Take, eat, this is my Body...” and “Drink
of it, all of you; this is my Blood...”), together with the two “Amen’s,” and the exclamation “Thine own of Thine own...” would
have been omitted in a concert performance, and “Tebé poyém” would immediately follow after “S¥iat, sViat, sViat.”

In early twentieth-century Russia ekphonetic exclamations were customarily chanted on a single pitch, with occasional
deviations on accented syllables and cadences of a step or two on either side of the reciting pitch. Even in a concert setting, it
would be appropriate for the chants to be rendered by a male voice (or voices), representing the deacon and celebrant. If having
a male voice intone the chants is problematic from the standpoint of personnel, it would be best to omit the chants altogether.

The present edition is based upon the original first edition: Moscow: P. Jurgenson, censor’s date: 23 February
1906, plate No. 31255. The original C-clefs have been modernized, and a piano reduction has been added. All
performance indications, including the metronome markings and breath marks, have been retained from the source;
Italian translations of Russian tempo and expression marks have been added in brackets.

—Vladimir Morosan
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ITaBen YecHoKOB
MuiocTts Mupa

Pavel Chesnokov
(1877 — 1944)

Milost fiira

Diakon: Stafiem dobfe, stafiem so strahom: vonfem,
sViatoye voznoshéiiiye v fife ptinositi.

Lik: Milost fira, zhértvu hvaléiiiya.

Iyefey: Blagodat Ghospoda nashego Tisusa Hfista

i Trubt Boga i Ottsa i prichasfiye Sviatago Diha
budi so f3émi vami.

Lik: T so dGhom tvoim.

Iyefey: Goré iméim Serdtsa

Lik: Tmami ko Ghdspodu.

Iyefey: Blagodaiim Ghospoda.

Lik: Dostoyno i pravedno yest

poklafifafisia Ottsti i Sinu i S¥iatému Diihu,
Troitse yedinostshchiiey i fierazdéliiey.

Iyerey: ..Pobédnuyu pesii poyushche, vopiytshche,
vzivayushche i glagdliushche:

Lik: SViat, svfat, s¥iat, Ghospdd Savadf,
ispolii fibo i zemlid slavi Tvoyeya

osanna v vishiih,

blagoslovén giiadiy vo iffa Ghospodiie,
osanna v vishiih.

Iyerey: Priifnite, yadite, Siyé yest Télo Moyé
yézhe za vi lofaiimoye vo ostaviéniye giehdv.
Lik: Amffi.

Iyerey: Piyte ot fieya f3i, Siya yest Krov Moya novago
zaVéta, yazhe za vi i za mndgi izlivayemaya vo
ostavléniye gfehdv.

Lik: Amff.

Iyefey: Tvoya ot Tvoih, Tebé pfino3iashche,

o fSeh i za fSia...

Lik: Tebé poyém,

Tebé blagoslovim,

Tebé blagodatim, Ghdspodi,

i molimtisia, Bozhe nash.

A Mercy of Peace

Deacon: Let us stand aright! Let us stand with fear!
Let us attend, that we may offer the Holy Oblation in peace.

Choir: A mercy of peace! A sacrifice of praise!

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.

Choir: And with your spirit.

Celebrant: Let us lift up our hearts.

Choir: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto the Lord.

Choir: It is fitting and right to bow down
to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
the Trinity, one in essence and undivided.

Celebrant: ...Singing the triumphant hymn, shouting,
proclaiming, and saying:

Choir: Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord of Sabaoth!
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory!

Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!

Celebrant: Take, eat, this is My Body,
which is broken for you for the remission of sins.

Choir: Amen.

Celebrant: Drink of it, all of you, this is My Blood of the
New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many,
for the remission of sins.

Choir: Amen.

Celebrant: Thine own of Thine own, we offer unto Thee.
On behalf of all and for all...

Choir: We hymn Thee,

we bless Thee,

we give thanks to Thee, O Lord,
and we pray unto Thee, O our God.

—Ha Boxcecmesennoii Jlumypeuu —at the Divine Liturgy

MRSM Cn 029 Copyright © 2003, by Musica Russica, Inc. All rights reserved.
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